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JEgean to the Tigris, from the Black Sea to the
Persian Gulf, pictured in the pages of Keith, and
written in the book, the red-bound book, of Murray ?
Have not a Lane and a St. John given us the entree of
houses and harems 1 has not a Slade passed the armies
and the navies of the East in review before us ? lias not
a Strangford unveiled, evening by evening, the Isis
of its politics, a Sale the Cybele of its religion ? Who
can err with such guides ? or complain of darkness
with so many and so brilliant lights around 1'

True, the guides are faithful, the lights brilliant,
and the authorities first-rate, each in his kind. But
a handful of gold-dust would not be more surely lost
if scattered over a Sahara of sand than are the opinions
and facts conveyed by informants like these, when
diluted beyond all recognition among the far greater
number of errors, prejudices, and misstatements that,
having once found currency, still abound on every side.
Witness the giant misconceptions so often reflected
from European opinion upon European statesmanship
and diplomacy, regarding the relative positions of
' Christians' and ' Turks ;' witness the popular por-
traits of either worthy to rank with Shakespeare's Joan
of Arc or Dryden's Aurungzebe; witness nine-tenths
at least of our leading newspaper articles on the
Sultans visit in 1867 ; witness the surprise evinced
when any truer view "of Mahomet and Mahometanism,
as Mr. Deutsch's admirable, though somewhat one-
sided, Essay in a late Quarterly, for instance,, is given
to the world; surprise which avows pre-existent ideas
of a very different colour. It would not be too much
to say that the vulgarly received idea of Mahometanism
as it was, is, and may be, bears scarce a closer resem-
blance to the reality than do Luther's Eeformation in
the pages of Baronius or the French Revolution in